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‘A thoughtful and thought-provoking collection by some 
of the leading voices in the field. Expertly curated, this is 
valuable reading for anyone interested in issues relating to 
armed groups and international law.’

– Sandesh Sivakumaran, University of Cambridge, UK

‘This wide-ranging collection brings together experts from 
across political science and legal studies to probe one of the most complex and pressing 
problems facing the world today: how should the international community understand 
the reality of rebel rule? Tackling both the big picture as well as delving into the intricacies 
that have bedeviled analysts and policy makers, contributors push the analysis in new 
directions while unearthing long forgotten truths. An agenda-setting volume, the book will 
shape the debate on international law and armed groups for the foreseeable future.’

– Zachariah Mampilly, The City University of New York, US

‘This superlative collection addresses a highly significant and still overlooked dimension 
of international and domestic law, namely its application to internal armed conflicts 
and to non-state armed groups. Noting the relative dearth of substantive attention to 
this relationship, even as the numbers of armed conflicts and non-state armed groups 
proliferate, the editors and contributors provide clear, astute, and original analyses of the 
range of implications which draw equally from rich and carefully detailed histories of the 
development and application of humanitarian, human rights and criminal law and their 
use in a range of fascinating cases. Conceptually and empirically grounded, this volume 
is by far the best introduction to the fundamentally necessary, and continually urgent, 
understanding of armed groups and international and domestic law.’  

– Helen M. Kinsella, University of Minnesota, US

Through its careful consideration of the status of armed groups within a complex legal 
landscape, this insightful book identifies and examines the tensions that arise due to their 
actions existing across a spectrum of legality and illegality. Considering the number of armed 
groups currently exercising governance functions and controlling territory and population in 
the world, its analysis is especially topical.

Armed Groups and International Law provides essential peer-reviewed analyses of the 
place of armed groups in the legal framework. A collaborative effort between eminent 
scholars from different disciplines, it summarises various points of contention within the 
study of these armed actors, detailing examples that are highly relevant to the contemporary 
world, such as Afghanistan and Syria.
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